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Editor’'s Comments

Dear all,

Once again, many thanks to all of you for your timely contributions. Whilst quite
a few still come in on the last day, the additional weekend to produce the
newsletter is helping immensely. It gives me a proper chance to structure the
stories and gives me greater capacity to make it as good as it can be.

It would be amiss if | didn’t cheer on Knaresborough Lions in particular for contributing to
our front page. It can be hard to choose a story to put there but this month was a no-brainer.
Via their bed-race, they were able to get over 30,000 attendees, 90 teams, 300 volunteers
and a whole town backing a Lionistic project. Amazing work!

Outside of this, we have some cracking stories this month (pp.9-12) - in particular,
summer themed events and charitable donations. We also have an excellent update on the

Child Sight Project (p.6) and a touching article from our outgoing DG (p.2).

Have a great read and see you next month!

LU/Q@ MOIMV)SQ//

District Newsletter Editor @ media@keighleylions.uk

Competition Corner

Scores on the Door

Travelling Lion:

Thorne Rural - 63 4 ‘

Don’t forget that our District has some great, creative competitions which include: The Photo
Comp, The Peter Shaw Award, Scrapbook, Rookie of the Year and the Best Web Page
Award. They are all fun and help build comradeship between us all. If you would like to get involved
in any of them, please contact Lion Roy Field at: rjafield58@gmail.com. Please note that the
Scrapbook and Peter Shaw Award ends on the 31°' June.
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District Governor’s Message

Dear fellow Lions, Leos and Partners,

As | approach the end of my year serving as your District Governor, things are finally
quietening down and | have the time to reflect on the highs and lows of the year gone.

When you go to DG training, one of the popular facilitators tells you that you will have 300
good days, 40 average days and 25 bad days. | have had a few tougher days but pretty
sure | haven’t had 25. The lows generally will have been the missed opportunities and
the loss of long serving members to Higher Service, not least the recent loss of PDG
Malcolm Hogg. These things are out of our control but when you have got to know and work
alongside members, it still hits hard. The highlights will be far too many to mention everything.

High up there, and only last week, was an amazing experience for Kairen and | at the
Knaresborough Bed Race. We, of course, had been told from Past Governors about it but to

be there in the parade and realise that the estimate of 30,000 people lining the streets was not exaggerated, was
something else. Fully supported by many other organisations, i.e. Rotary Clubs and Police as well as many of our own
Lions Clubs, making up around 300 marshals on the day.

The previous week, we were very honoured to be invited to the official opening of the £21.3 million big build at
Martin House Children's Hospice, an amazing place which we as Lions District have supported with around £85,000
on 2 projects over the last 2 years, fully match funded from LCIF. Sir Gareth Southgate, ambassador for the
hospice, performed the official opening and was very happy to chat with us about the work we do - what a nice man!

| think the other highlights have been the opportunities to visit as many Clubs and meet as many of you as
possible to hear about all that your Clubs are doing. We truly are ordinary people doing amazing things and
serving our communities in every way. Thank you every single one of you for all that you do. | can’t leave it there
without thanking the Clubs for your generous donations to Kairen’s charity choice this year, Prostate Cancer U.K
which have raised more than £5,300. This, | am told, will fund Specialist Nurses to provide support for men and
those who love them for a month, giving free, unbiased, confidential support and information. Thank you all so
much.

As | step down, | will still be around, taking on the role of Service Team lead 2026/27 and | will be particularly looking
at Clubs who currently are not reporting service and seeing if | can help them through the difficulties they might be
having. As our DG Elect goes off to Hong Kong for the International Convention, I am still holding the fort so if you
have any difficulties, please feel free to call myself or any of the DG team.

My thanks go to the District Officers who have been particularly helpful to me this year, you know who you are, and
to all the members for your support. It's a daunting role, greatly helped by the friendship of the members
everywhere throughout this fantastic District. Keep up the good work. My best wishes go to Lion Allan as he jets
off to Hong Kong, enjoy the International Convention experience, it really is something else, and be aware that you
have my full support in the coming year.

Lion John Sellers, MJF

District Governor @ sellersatmallard@aol.com
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1st Vice Governor’s Message

Dear fellow Lions, Leos and partners,

This will be my last post as District Governor Elect, and my, how

time flies! It seems no time at all since PDG Lion Kevin Hunter
was totally busting the myth of the required finances to be a
District Governor but that was 2 years ago.

Since then, | have done my best to represent our District in
all that | do, that said a few mistakes have been made along the
way, but with the incredible training programme offered, | feel in
a much better position to take the mantle from DG John
Sellars who has had a fantastic year, With the New Club in
Newcastle and | believe a net increase in Membership.

| thank all those Lions who have agreed to extend roles or take up a role in the Cabinet
for 2026/2027. | will also welcome Lion Mike Byrnes as my 1st Vice District Governor,
who | feel will be a great asset to our District.

On a lighter note, | was unfortunately unable to marshal at the Great Knaresborough Bed
Race this year, but during my official visit, a few weeks ago, | saw their Tee Shirt which
reminded me of my ‘slight’ hippy days back in the 60s and 70s. Peace and Love Man!!!

| got a shirt and promlsed that, on the Saturday of the }

Summlt 1.5 Meeting. This was duly done and when |
those present were asked of any stories that promoted
Lions, | stood up and told them about the Bed Race.
At break, | was questioned by Lions from Hungary,
Romania and an International Director from

Zagreb, so all were directed to YouTube and found previous footage. Topped only by the ID

mentioning it in his closing speech on the last day.

DGE Lion Allan Clark, M_JF

1st Vice District Governor
2025/2026 @ nalla105c@yahoo.co.uk
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2nd Vice Governor’s Message
Vi

Hi to you all, fellow Lions, Leos and
Partners,

After having written the report for the last magazine, |
immediately went on holiday with my wife and
daughter. We went on a cruise around the British
Isles.

It was a wonderful journey that brought back lots of memories for me,
places that | had seen before during my working life, calling on Hospices

and Charities to help them with fundraising. | worked as a Consultant in
this field. My wife had never seen these places, all she had done was heard

about them and wished she could have seen them, well she has now. [t
made me think of you Lions, Leos and partners, how hard you work in

your Communities with the time and effort you put in. However, back to
reality for me now.

| have had more training this month and been to various Charters. | will
be in a larger size in my suits soon, perhaps we should think of adding
Salads to the Charter Dinners.

As it is nearly time now for the changeover, | really am looking forward to
getting out in the District and meeting more of you in the future.

Take care all of you and look forward to seeing you soon.

Mike B yrne, MJF

2nd Vice District
Governor, 2025/2026 @thebyrnes2003@yahoo.co.uk
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Membership News

Since the last newsletter, we have had 6 Lions join our 105N pride. Unfortunately,
we also have had 1 Lion move to Higher Service. We wish our new joiners all
the best in their future service and remember those who have moved on with the
highest regard and love.

Boroughbridge Lions Keighley Lions

o Stephanie Reaveley e Graham Burgess
 Wayne Bryar

Scarborough Lions
Dalbeattie Lions

e Karen Verrell
e Dee Roberts

e Ronald Smith @

Welcome

Always *reasurea/, your actions live on in our hearts.

In Memoriam

Goole Lions

e Gerald Holmes

Deepest thanks to Lion Marilyn Bennett, MLCY Co-ordinator and Lion David
Wilson, District Almoner for contributing to this page. They can be reached on
davidwilson51 @hotmail.co.uk and lions.geomar@gmail.com.

S
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Child Sight Update

We have screened children from 8 school visits; 218 children have

been screened and 18 of those have been referred, 4 more schools %‘:

will be visited before the end of this school year o o
Lichg e

 CHILD SIGHT vk

We have 11 Plusoptix S20 cameras and 9 of those are out with

you in your Zones, 2 others are used to support training and screening when it gets busy. We also
have 8 trainers and we have 31 Lions trained to use the camera and the administration system. All
these have Lions DBS checks. The cost to Clubs is running at approximately 6p per child for the
paperwork and more if petrol claims are being made.

Lions, this is going really well and getting busier, and it's heartening to see Clubs collaborating in
both training and service delivery. There are enough of us now to help you get on with the first
school visit, appointment and screening event.

With your input (do get in touch), we should be really slick by the time we get to the start of term in
September and now is the time to book your dates with your Zone representative for Child Sight.

Gillian Swan

IPDG (2024/2025), Youth and

mswanis@gmail.com
Childsight Lead @ J ?

Elmet Lions

Child Sight, which is dedicated to the early detection of vision 35
issues in children has had an amazing reception in the EiImet B
area. These simple, non - invasive screenings are designed to [
identify vision issues so that children can be helped. -

Working with schools to bring free screenings to children in the
area, Elmet Lions have been really busy and 2 more Elmet
Lions have been trained in anticipation as the demand for screening increases.

After full training, the current team is headed up by the 3 Lovely Lions Ladies - Ali, Carole and
Debra — who have visited 3 schools as of going to print, plus 3 more schools before the
summer holidays and 2 all ready booked for September.

B 6
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Leadership Matters

New Dates, New Events - Are you ready to make a lasting impact in your Club and community? Don’t miss
these essential events designed to empower every Lion—whether you're a seasoned Lion or just starting
your journey!

Generative Al for Lion Clubs: A Beginners Guide
When: 29th June at 7.30pm
Where: Online

If you feel overwhelmed by technology, this session is for you. This is a back-to-basics introduction
specifically for members who have little to no experience with Artificial Intelligence. We won’t be using
complex jargon or "tech-speak." Instead, we will show you exactly how to get started from scratch with
free, simple tools like Google Gemini and ChatGPT, treating them like a helpful Digital Assistant that can
take over your most time-consuming Club tasks.

Don’t worry about "getting it wrong" or not knowing where to click. We will walk you through the first steps
of setting up an account and typing your very first request. By the end of this webinar, you'll have a clear,
step-by-step understanding of how to use these basics to help your Club. Whether you want to save
time on admin or find new ways to serve, this session will give you the confidence to start using Al
immediately.

To get started - register here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t5YBaygsSEKr8ksmmtuO A

Incoming Club Officers : The Club Officers’ Roadmap: Navigating the Year Ahead
When: 30th June at 7.30pm
Where: Online

Being a Club Officer is about more than just holding a title; it is about keeping your Club active, healthy,
and relevant to your local community. While the Club Officer Handbook outlines the basics, this 90-minute
practical webinar is designed to show you how being a Club President, Secretary or Treasurer works in
the real world. We are focusing on the day-to-day realities of running your Club in the 2026-2027 year.

This is a "boots-on-the-ground" session. We aren't here to talk about global initiatives—we are here to talk
about administering and leading your Club, keeping your members’ interested and involved, Club finances,
and maintain your presence in the community.

This webinar is about giving you the tools to lead a Club that people want to belong to - let’s focus on the
work that happens at your meeting table and in your local high street.

Ready to get started? - register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/DOI9OMgTQAORgK5zfb3zJQ

Please email Lion Michelle on: Michelle.McArthur@jigsawatwork.com to request your application
and/or if you would like a copy of the full list of development opportunities for 2026/2027.

LI 7
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Calendar Dates

Doncaster Lions
Charter Dinner

Friday 3rd July 2026, 7pm for 7:30pm

The Earl Of Doncaster Hotel,
Bennetthorpe, Doncaster, DN2 6AD
Find out more:
www.doncasterlions.co.uk

Filey Lions
Charity Golf Day
Friday 10™ July 2026
Find out more:
www.fileylionsclub.org

Google District Lions
60™ Charter Celebratory Fun Day
Sunday 12th July 2026
West Park, Airmyn Rd, DN14 6XA
Contact Lion Pat Williams on:
07854083162 or email
patwills12008@gmail.com or
gooledistrictlions@gmail.com

Lions Fun & Sports Day
Saturday 8th August 2026, from 11am
Parklands Social Club, Wheatley Hall

Road, Doncaster, DN2 4LT

Filey Lions
Filey Ball Race
Wednesday 12" August 2026
Find out more:
www.fileylionsclub.org

Thorne Rural Lions
Charity Golf Day
Friday 18" September 2026
Town Moor Golf Club
Email Lion Miles:
keeleymiles.thornerural@gmail.com
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Elmet Lions
PSA Testing

Thursday 24th September 2026
The Motorist, Sherburn in Elmet, LS25 6JE

Elmet Lions
Charity Golf Day
Friday 2nd October 2026, from 11am
Tadcaster Golf Club, Scarthingwell, LS24 9PF
Find out more:
elmetlions.golf@gmail.com

Filey Lions
Charter Night
Friday 16th October 2026, from 7pm
White Lodge Hotel, The Crescent, YO14 9JX

Derwent Lions

PSA Testing
Tuesday 20th October 2026 from 5;30pm
Stamford Bridge Village Hall, 4 Low Catton
Road, Stamford Bridge,
YO41 1DY

Tickhill & District Lions

Charity Christmas Night
Saturday 28™ November 2026
Rossington Welfare, West End Lane, DN11 ODU

Contact Lions Mandy or Carol on: 07970
298959 or 01302 865396

Have an upcoming event or
Charter Dinner?
If you have a date for the next

issue, please email me on:
media@keighleylions.uk
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Tales from our Clubs

Wetherby Dlstrlct Lions

As summer starts, our Lions start their second busiest period of the year
as they begin to hold/support community events across the areas they
4 serve. In Wetherby, for example, the Lions have their stunning Drovers’
Day celebrations which was held this month.

This annual event is held to mark the 200 year old tradition of walking
& : . cattle from Scotland via Wetherby further south. To honour this, the

Drovers’ Day event sees a range of festivities including brass bands, highland pipe bands, street music
and a great artisan market. This continued to be extremely popular this year with local shops and
market stalls benefiting from the increased footfall whilst families filled the riverside area with drinks,
ice creams and bacon butties. Wetherby District Lions and the Riverside Bandstand Trust say a big
‘thank you’ to all their business supporters and to everyone who turned out in droves to enjoy the day.

Maltby and Rother Valley Lions

In Maltby, the local Lions have been supporting a community event as they
attended the Maltby Community Festival organised by Rotherham Council.

Held on the Manor Fields, a range of activities were available such as t
axe-throwing and a dog show. The weather proved to be kind and saw the !
Lions bring along their famous stocks with other games. All were free of |
charge with some lovely prizes on offer. Kirsty from Maltby Tesco also
joined them in their gazebo with free strawberries and cream for everyone.
A brilliant day for all!

Filey Lions

Another summer blockbuster has gone ahead in Filey as 175 runners took
< , part in the Club’s 10K Beach Race.

T,
(AR R L ]

Fe The atmosphere was reportedly excellent as usual and everyone seemed to
B enjoy the day. Supporting the day were a number of people especially the RNLI
and Coastguard, and a wide number of Lions, Friends of and backers.
¢ The race was sponsored by Hunters Estate Agents who had a team of 10
runners in the race and took the team trophy. Meanwhile, another sponsor Andrew Jenkins (Chairman of
Filey Trade and Tourism Association) officially started the race.

The Club was also aided by Zoe from Garage Dance Studio who provided a pre-race warm up and
Phoenix Cheer leaders who provided a brilliant display of very athletic cheer routines. The winners of
the race recorded impressive times - 37.24 men’s and 43.06 ladies — all the more impressive due to some
headwinds in the last 5km.

e - 9
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Dumfries Lions

Following the success of last year’s Annual Golf Tournament in Moffat, the
Dumfries Lions have donated £1300 to 6 local organisations in the town
to assist with the good work they do in the community. The recipients this
year include the Rugby and Golf Club, Civic Pride, Spike Aware and
the local Gala committee who each received £200 whilst the Friday Club
was given £300. The Club thanked Moffat Golf Club and their staff for all
their help and assistance with making the tournament a success.

Further to this, 1,100 discarded spectacles are on their way to the glasses collection point after being
collected by the Lions including Lion Kaz Paszki. These glasses collected from a number of locations,
including Morrisons and Nationwide Building Society, will join the tens of thousands already sent by
Zone N3 to Birmingham. Making this possible have been Lions John Carlyle and Stuart Armstrong who take 2
batches of about 20,000 down south twice a year. Also making an impact are Dalbeattie and District,
Dumbarton, Helensburgh and Oban and Lorne, plus past members from the Ayr and Prestwick Lions
Club and Zone N1 Chairman Tom Jamieson.

Tickhill & District Lions

T —- 9 Over the last month, Tickhill and District Lions Club have supported a wide
IR range of local, national and international causes, helping to make a positive
difference wherever they can.

A recent grant has been awarded to the One Ball Crown Green Bowling
Club in Bircotes to help purchase lighter-weight bowls for its growing Junior
section. The Club now welcomes children aged 6-10 each week but the
equipment currently available is too heavy for many young players. By helping to

fund bowls designed specifically for children, it will hopefully encourage
more youngsters to enjoy this fun outdoor activity, develop new skills and build confidence while making

new friends.

Other donations from the Lions have helped buy shirts for a new Under-6 football team in Tickhill,
sponsored a local girl competing at the World Kickboxing Championships, funded hygiene packs for
students, and enabled members of a local sports team to gain Mental Health First Aid qualifications.
Beyond their local area, they have supported charities including Mind, Breast Cancer UK, WaterAid and
the Ukraine Generator Appeal, continuing their commitment to serving communities at home and around

the world. Allendale Lions

A rather ‘quackers’ event took place in Allendale, led by the Lions as part of the §

in local pubs, building to a total of 200 by the 24™. These were then launched into the }
River Allen at noon on that day. After intense competition on the water, the 3 winners
emerged, earning prizes of £50, £30 & £20. After the race, the Allendale Lions team §
‘rescued’ all errant ducks before they floated off to Hexham. All proceeds will be going
to local charities including the Allendale Village Hall Playpark appeal. A successful
event which is hopefully to be repeated next year.

- : Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026



Darllngton Lions

=4 Darlington Lions have donated close to £1,000 to St Georges Bridge Centre,
> the home of Darlington Bridge Club, towards the cost of a defibrillator, to
i Darlington Model Railway Club for 4 beginners kits and to Darlington
B Park Run for some new equipment. Lion Denis (centre) and Lion lan (right)
_' were happy to present the cheque to the Park Run

Darlington Lions President Denis Pinnegar said: “Darlington Lions are proud to
support the cultural and sporting life of the town by making these
donations.” Great work from all involved!

City of Dundee L|ons
Up in the City of Dundee, the Lions held a hamper raffle in their local Tesco ’Hﬁm &
store which managed to raise £542.64 for local good causes. =

The Club thanks its members, including Treasurer Carnie Fullerton and
the other fellow Lions and supporters, for making this event a success. This
included President Brian Campbell as well as Innocent & Felicita Opata
who will be transferring to The Dundee Lions from Nigeria.

Kelghley Lions

Keighley Lions Club has hosted their annual Presentation Evening where members of
the community, who the Club has supported or who have supported the Club, were
brought together in celebration. Hosted by All Nations Church, over 60 guests were
in attendance and were provided with a pie and peas supper provided by Barnes of
' Keighley.

Throughout the night, invitees were given a chance to speak about what they do and
how our contributions will make an impact on their efforts. Meanwhile, certificates of
appreciation were handed out to individuals such as new Lion Graham Burgess, the

Town Council and Town Councillors to thank them for supporting the sleigh rebuild. Eric Acomb was also
celebrated for his long standing service as a Lion. Club President Ruth Payne said: "I had the huge
privilege of presenting donations to groups and individuals in our town that will make a real difference
in people's lives locally. | couldn't have asked for a finer end to my year as President of Keighley Lions.

Yarm District Lions
Many of our Clubs have had some rather important visitors of late as the bonds
between them grow and grow.

Yarm District Lions, for example, hosted a family of Lions from Lahore in Pakistan '
at a recent business meeting. Lion Tazeem Ahmad is President of the Lions g
Club of Lahore Eagles. His wife Shehla is also a Lion and his two daughters

Maham and Maria are Leos and are studying at Teesside University.
Club President Ron Hall (pictured left) said: “It was good to meet some fellow Lions. We enjoyed thelr

company and exchanging Club banners.”
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Ryedale Lions

Visitors were also present as the Club celebrated its annual
_ : Charter Lunch on the 16th May at Kirkbymoorside.
Members were delighted to welcome the District Governor
John Sellars and his wife Kairen to the event. Additionally, the
Club and the Rotary held a joint visit to Kirk Theatre to see
the musical ‘Let’s Do It’. It was all very well received with the

] - group of 50 coming from Ryedale with the main groups from
KMS, Plckerlng and Thornton Dale.

In service news, the Club was able to raise a grand total of £650 from the gifting of Easter eggs to local
schools to help raise funds for the schools. Finally, the Lions were able to help a local family with the
adaptation of their kitchen to allow for the disabled father to prepare food for their family. Excellent work with
a big impact!

District Governor-Elect Visits

As our District Governor Elect makes his final preparations for

Governorship, he has been making a hnumber of visits to Clubs across
105N.

Knaresborough Lions played host to DGE Allan Clark and colleagues
from Huddersfield at their Club meeting on the 27th May. Lion Allan has
been a supporter of Knaresborough and its Bed Race, which was
held on the 13th of June (see the front page). In the top photo are (left to
right) Knaresborough Lions President George Simpson, Lion
Allan, Lion Peter Haggo and Lion Cameron Peel, Vice President of
Hudderfield.

Similarly, Denby Dale District Lions Club were delighted to welcome
VDG/DG Elect Allan Clark MJF and Huddersfield Lions Club VP
Cameron Peel to their June Business meeting.

As well as congratulating the Club on the good work that they do, VDG Allan also presented no less than 5
long-service Awards to some of the Club Members. Those celebrated for their phenomenal service were:
Lara Beech (10 years), Lauren Moody (10 years), Charlie Coupe (25 years), Simon Firth (10 years)
and Vince Hayes (20 years). Collectively, they have an amazing 75 years of service between them!

A brilliant way to end the newsletter - well done to each and every member for your long, committed
service.

Upcoming POTN Deadline

Thank you all for your contributions this month. The next
deadline is the 17™ July 2026. | look forward to seeing what
your Clubs have been doing so email me on:
media@keighleylions.uk
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	As it is nearly time now for the changeover, I really am looking forward to getting out in the District and meeting more of you in the future.
	Take care all of you and look forward to seeing you soon.
	Mike Byrne, MJF  2nd Vice District Governor, 2025/2026
	thebyrnes2003@yahoo.co.uk



	Membership News
	Since the last newsletter, we have had 6 Lions join our 105N pride. Unfortunately, we also have had 1 Lion move to Higher Service. We wish our new joiners all the best in their future service and remember those who have moved on with the highest regard and love.
	Boroughbridge Lions
	Stephanie Reaveley
	Wayne Bryar

	Dalbeattie Lions
	Dee Roberts
	Ronald Smith

	In Memoriam
	Keighley Lions
	Graham Burgess

	Scarborough Lions
	Karen Verrell


	Always treasured, your actions live on in our hearts.
	Goole Lions
	Gerald Holmes
	Deepest thanks to Lion Marilyn Bennett, MLCY Co-ordinator and Lion David Wilson, District Almoner for contributing to this page. They can be reached on davidwilson51@hotmail.co.uk and lions.geomar@gmail.com.




	Child Sight Update
	Gillian Swan  IPDG (2024/2025),   Youth and Childsight   Lead
	gmswanis@gmail.com

	Elmet Lions
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	Leadership Matters
	Please email Lion Michelle on: Michelle.McArthur@jigsawatwork.com to request your application and/or if you would like a copy of the full list of development opportunities for 2026/2027.
	Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026

	Calendar Dates
	Have an upcoming event or Charter Dinner?
	If  you have a date for the next issue, please email me on: media@keighleylions.uk
	Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026



	Tales from our Clubs
	Wetherby District Lions
	Maltby and Rother Valley Lions
	Filey Lions
	Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026


	Dumfries Lions
	Tickhill & District Lions
	Allendale Lions
	Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026

	Darlington Lions
	City of Dundee Lions
	Keighley Lions
	Yarm District Lions
	Pride of the North - District 105N Newsletter - Issue 30 - June 2026

	Ryedale Lions
	KMS, Pickering and Thornton Dale.

	District Governor-Elect Visits
	A brilliant way to end the newsletter - well done to each and every member for your long, committed service.

	Upcoming POTN Deadline
	Thank you all for your contributions this month. The next deadline is the 17th July 2026. I look forward to seeing what your Clubs have been doing so email me on: media@keighleylions.uk
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